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From the Principal

In staffing news, we welcome back Penny Conway and Ben Young from leave. With the 
departure of Jack Daly to Brighton High School we will have Jared Daly move into the 
year 10 Student Pathway Leader role for the rest of this year. Nick Pearce will continue 
on as Kungari Pathways Leader. Wedding season has officially begun and we 
congratulate Aaron Pratt and partner Nicole, along with Livia Vernari and her partner 
Ashby on their recent weddings. In a few weeks we farewell Bell Gower, and wish her 
and partner Justin well on the impending birth of a sibling for Riley, Jacob and Marly.

Last week I was invited to the Department’s head office to talk about our experiences in 
SACE improvement and implementing Year 7 to high School. It is exciting to be able to 
talk about our amazing kids and the evidence we have of positive change over the last 
five years. This year’s senior school students have really borne the brunt of Covid 
disruption on their learning continuity, and while we have seen some impact, we are on 
a trajectory similar to previous years. The ability to bounce back after a challenge is 
certainly a skill that our seniors have developed and will continue to be valuable to 
them in years to come. I can’t thank my teachers enough for their continual efforts to 
adapt, modify and support our young people to be the best they can. 

Our experience this year with the double year 7 and 8 cohort has taught us many 
valuable lessons. Socially, the difference in emotional intelligence and regulation is 
significant between the two year levels, and we have leaned heavily on our primary 
school based colleagues to share strategies and processes to differentiate and nuance 
what we do in response. Providing targeted intervention support for students in literacy 
and numeracy has paid off, with many making strong gains. The recent NAPLAN data 
shows us that students in the higher bands have maintained, and the students 
significantly below are demonstrating growth. There is still much work to be done but 
results show us we are on the right pathway. 

This Wednesday afternoon will be the last opportunity to experience year 12 music 
students accomplishments as they present their Performance Recital in the Sturt 
Building. I am looking forward to what is always a moving and professional 
performance.

Warm regards,

mailto:dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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ELO Adelaide Zoo Excursion by ELO Students, 
Leelan, Tyler & Tarni

On Tuesday the 27th of September, the three Equal 
Learning Opportunities classes went on an 
excursion to the Adelaide Zoo Picnic. The 
excursion was held by Variety SA for students with 
special needs, over 27 schools and 700 students 
attended the event. Although the weather was less 
than ideal it didn’t hold us back. Students had the 
opportunity to get out into the community and 
explore the zoo. Students were provided with 
snacks for recess as well as a sausage sizzle for 
lunch. As well as exploring the zoo and seeing all 
our favourite animals' students were able to 
interact with some of their favourite mascots such 
as The Avengers, Harold the Giraffe, Adelaide 
Strikers and Port Power. Students enjoyed the 
opportunity to get out in the community. 

SAVE THE DATE! Sunday 6 November 2022, 10am – 
3pm, Sixth Street, Murray Bridge

A family-friendly event that:
● showcases South Australian makers of 

bespoke wares
● is a testing ground for emerging makers and 

new products
● offers an affordable opportunity for promotion 

and sales
● nurtures creativity and connectedness in our 

community
Year 9 and 10 Students of Murray Bridge High School 
will be participating in this year’s Murray Bridge 
Maker’s Market on Sixth Street. There will be students 
from Agriculture, Art/Design, Entrepreneurial - It’s Your 
Business and Design/Technology - Young Designers 
classes offering a range of products for sale.  Products 
include recycled plastic injection moulded combs, 
terracotta coasters, origami, seedlings, food products 
and various other treats. Please come along, support 
the students, and bag yourselves some early 
Christmas gifts! 
While you are there we have a number of talented 
students also exhibiting their artwork in the Regional 
Art Gallery as part of the Youth Art Prize. The 
exhibition is free to attend and on the same street.

Pictured above: Our ELO students enjoying the day at Adelaide Zoo
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Damon’s Rugby Development Tour to Canberra

In the October school holidays Damon was 
selected to go to Canberra on a development tour 
with the Southern Suburbs Bulls.

Damon had the opportunity to meet with high 
performance and development coaches from the 
Canberra Raiders and be taken into the inner 
sanctum of their training rooms as well as the 
media room. Damon got to meet Rugby League 
legend Ricky Stewart, who is the current coach of 
the Canberra Raiders, and played both rugby 
league and rugby union at an international level. 
He has also coached NSW state of origin team and 
coached the Australian Rugby League national 
team the Kangaroos. 

They also played against some of the under 17 
development teams from Canberra which showed 
the level of competition from a Rugby dominated 
state. 

Damon Selected as Wallabies Ball Boy

Damon was nominated to be a Ball Boy for the 
Wallabies and Springboks Rugby Union match 
held in Adelaide in August 2022. 
He went through a selection process and got to 
be able to be out in the middle of the oval 
during the pre match warm up.

He had the best seats in the house in which to 
view the game being on the oval a couple of 
metres away from the boundary line. At the end 
of the game Damon was able to meet with 
some of the players and coaching staff prior to 
them heading to the crowd.

Above: Damon with Wallabies 
player, Nick White 

Above: Damon greeting Sonny Bill 
Williams

Damon with Canberra Raiders coach Ricky Stewart
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Holiday Workshop - Mad About Robotics 
by Sophie Kleinig 8NI

On Friday the 14th of October, our robotics team was 
involved in a workshop at the Murray Bridge High School in 
order to build our robots for the FTC competitions. We 
started building our two robots necessary for our two teams, 
the Bunyips (15215) and the Mulyawonks (22407). Yep - we 
have two teams registered to compete in the South 
Australian Qualifier this year!
With help from POP UPS (22116) and Jeff (mentor), we used 
starter kits to separate into teams and build the bodies, 
arms, and claws of our robots. We will need these robots to 
compete in the SA Qualifier on the 27th of November, 2022 
in Adelaide. Yipes - there is only 18 hours of after school 
time left to build our robots, so time is of the essence!
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We also created team “swag” items to hand out to other teams, and a logo 
design for the Murray Bridge Mulyawonks. We hope that by announcing 
who we are to the other teams using designs, colours, and novelty items 
like pins and buttons, we will be more memorable and remain on the judges 
minds

We reuse our parts (and are looking for a local sponsor to help) and so we needed to disassemble our 
competition robot from last year….so long, it was nice knowing you Bertie.

Our goal is to be invited to compete in the National Championships, which are held in Sydney.  We will do 
this by upgrading our robots to the best of our abilities, working as hard as we can, and most of all, 
showing gracious professionalism!
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Year 10 Cafe Culture by Kayla Bosworth 10PO

Year 10 Cafe Culture classes are about learning 
and understanding how to open and run your 
own cafe. It shows not only the basic knowledge 
but also teaches us behind the scenes which 
creates a whole range of skills that are important 
later in life. 
The 4 Cafe Culture classes are opening their first 
cafes next week and they will continue on for the 
remainder of term 4. Starting on tuesday the 20th 
of October and Thursday the 27th of week 2. The 
cafe on Tuesday will be open at recess run by 
Mrs Schiller’s class and on Thursday the cafe is 
run by Mrs Richards’ class and will be held at 
lunch. The following week after that, there will be 
two more cafes held by my class, Miss Janes’ on 
Tuesday at recess and Mrs Sparrow’s class on 
Wednesday at lunch time

Look out for more posters around the school for 
more information, we are all looking forward to 
opening our very first cafes!
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Year 8 Excursion to the Art Gallery of South Australia  by Teya Denaro

On Friday the 23rd of September, students from 8WI and 8NO toured through the Archie 100: A Century of the 
Archibald Prize at the Art Gallery of South Australia in Adelaide. This exhibition unearths fascinating stories 
behind more than 100 artworks carefully selected from every decade. It reflects not just how artistic styles and 
approaches to portraiture have changed over time but, importantly, the changing face of our nation.

Since 1921, the prize has attracted entries from both prominent and emerging artists in Australia and New 
Zealand, and featured people from all walks of life, from famous faces to local heroes. After viewing the 
artworks on display, students will use this experience to explore perspectives and create fictional texts based 
on the portraits. The classes also participated in a guided workshop, where they created small artworks based 
on special objects from their past. These were then added to a mural inside the Art Gallery.
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Possible trip to Japan in 2023 by Helen Peake

Recently students currently in Years 9, 10 and 11 were sent an email advising them the school is looking to 
organise a student trip to Japan in the October holidays, 2023.

A Registration of Interest form was sent out for students to complete if they would like to be considered for the trip. 
Due to restricted homestay availability only 10 students will be chosen to be involved should this trip go ahead 
(with 3 reserves should any of the selected 10 pull out).

The plan would be to fly to Tokyo and to spend the first few days in home hosting with families from Funabashi 
High School. The second part of the trip would involve the students travelling to some tourist destinations including 
Kyoto, Hiroshima and Osaka. (We would also factor in a trip to Tokyo Disneyland as well). Three staff members 
from the school would accompany the students on this trip.

Information in the email sent to students included: expectations 
of students and common understandings for both parents and 
students. It has also been emphasised that we cannot guarantee 
the trip will go ahead (we had to cancel the 2021 trip) due to 
Covid. We require approval from the Department to take 
students overseas and we will only travel if it is deemed safe to 
do so.

Families will not be asked for any money until we have the necessary approvals in place. We are conscious of the 
fact that Covid could play a part in stopping the trip (Japan has only just opened up to foreign tourists arriving in the 
country). We are also aware that airfares are fluctuating and we will have to wait until early next year before we try 
to lock in any flights. Insurance is also a concern as we would want to ensure that we are adequately covered for 
unseen events (like having to stay longer due to Covid).
Based on the assumption that we will have enough students interested in travelling to Japan we will call a family 
meeting in the near future to answer any questions and to fully outline our expectations of those students who are 
chosen to travel.

At this stage all a student needs to do to indicate an interest in the trip is to complete the Google Form which was 
emailed to them.

Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Helen Peake via email at 
helen.peake92@schools.sa.edu.au. 
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TERM 4 CALENDAR 2022
Tues, 25 Oct Year 8 & 10 Immunisations
Wed, 26 Oct        ILC Information Session - 11am

     Year 12 Music Recital 5pm-6pm
Fri, 28 Oct         SAASTA Connect Power Cup

            Elder Con Music Excursion
     Last day of Lessons for Year 12

Tues, 1 Nov          Murray Mallee Choir Festival
Sun, 6 Nov            Sixth Street Makers Market
Mon, 7 Nov             Year 12 Exams Start

          Year 7 Monarto Zoo Excursion
Tues, 8 Nov        ILC Information Session - 2pm

  Governing Council - 6pm
Wed, 9 - Thurs, 10 Nov  Beach Volleyball Festival
Wed, 9 - Fri, 11 Nov  Year 7 Monarto Zoo Excursion
Fri, 11 Nov           Remembrance Day 
Sat, 12 Nov Murray Bridge Christmas Pageant
Mon, 14 - Fri, 18 Nov    Year 8 Aquatics           
Tue, 15 Nov Transition Fit night & Info Evening   
Wed, 16 Nov Aboriginal Student Transition Day
Thur, 17 Nov           Year 12 Dinner at The Bend
Fri, 18 Nov            White Ribbon Day
Mon, 21 Nov          Year 8 SIM Primary School Tour
Tues, 22 - Thurs, 24 Nov               SAASTA Shield
Tues, 22 Nov        Presentation Evening - 6pm
Wed, 23 Nov             Year 9/10 Sports Games with                    
Wirreanda Secondary School
Thu, 24 Nov    Year 9 SIM Primary School Tour
Fri, 25 Nov        Last day of Lesson for Year 11 
Tue, 29 Nov     Year 9 Music Tour to Mypo School 
Thur, 1 Dec          Music Production CD Launch 

     ILC Presentation Day - 11.30am
Fri, 2 Dec      Last day of Lesson for Year 10

    Year 11 Drama Production - DW
Sun, 4 Dec               Community Christmas Carols
Thur, 8 Dec     Year 6 Transition day at MBHS
Fri, 9  Dec              Year 7 & 8 Multi-Sport Carnival

My Success Assemblies
Tues, 13 Dec    Governing Council Meeting - 6pm

Wed, 14 Dec    Fun Day at Murray Bridge Pool
Thurs, 15 Dec   Year 7,8 & 9 Neighbourhood Cup 
Finals       
Fri, 16 Dec Last day of Term 4 - 2pm Dismissal
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Donations Required 
Our newly created craft club is looking 
for donations of the following items - 

● Yarn
● T/shirts
● Knitting needles
● Crochet Hooks
● Beads
● Buttons
● Lace
● Ribbon
● Cross Stitch/Tapestry Yarn

Items can be dropped off to Ros in the 
Resource Centre.


